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Anna Maria Barry is a communications professional and is a strong promoter of media literacy and believes that it 
empowers people to make informed decisions in the digital age.

She has signifi cant experience in helping organisations and individuals to change how they communicate and 
enhance their messaging – skills that have been put to good use as part of her membership of MLI. 

Anna Maria has been a member of MLI for a  number of years, initially joining as an individual and helping to 
coordinate Virgin Media’s support for the Be Media Smart campaign. 

She later served on the MLI Steering Group as the representative for Commercial Media during her time as Head of 
Public Relations for Virgin.

In more recent times, Anna Maria is supporting the work of MLI by acting as communications lead to support the 
launch of the MLI Awards 2023.

Lisa Buckley is the Communications and Programmes Director for NewsBrands Ireland. Her role involves the 
promotion of Ireland’s news media to readers, policy makers, and advertisers. This is achieved through campaigns 
and initiatives including the annual Journalism  Awards, Press Pass News Literacy and Student Journalism 
programme, Power of Press Media Planning competition, NewsBrands Ireland #JournalismMatters campaign, as 
well as ongoing lobbying and press freedom campaigns. 

Since joining NewsBrands Ireland, Lisa has grown the Press Pass student journalism programme to greater involve 
news literacy teaching elements. Through working with teachers and news literacy experts, the programme now 
encompasses a wide range of teaching supports for educators. Over 10,000 TY students will complete the course 
this year.

Anna Maria Barry - representing Independents

Lisa Buckley - Newsbrands Ireland representing 
the news publisher sector
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 Stephanie Comey is a Senior Manager with the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. She joined the Authority in 2003 
and has since overseen a number of media development and regulatory areas. 

Currently, she has responsibility for broadcasting policy development initiatives including Media Literacy and Sectoral 
Development as well as serving as the Authority’s Head of HR and Organisational Development. 

She is a member of the Working Group on Media Literacy with EPRA (the European Platform of Regulatory 
Authorities), a member of the European Commission Expert Group on Media Literacy and a member of the Steering 
Committee of the World Summit on Media and Children, which is to be held in Dublin in May 2021.

Stephanie is Co-Chair of the MLI Steering Group.

Stephanie Comey - Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland representing the regulatory sector

 Celine Clarke is Head of Advocacy and Communications at Age Action where she oversees the strategic stakeholder 
engagement and public a� airs work for the organisation.

Prior to joining Age Action, Celine was the Director of the Mary Robinson Foundation — Climate Justice. Celine joined 
the Mary Robinson Foundation from RTÉ where she spent 7 years as Manager of Corporate Events developing a 
portfolio of community based sponsorships and public events, much of which is still in existence today, promoting 
the value of Public Service Broadcasting.   

Celine has over twenty years professional experience, including 15 years in the community and voluntary sector, 
developing and delivering e� ective communications and public a� airs strategies founded in the principles of 
community development. She represents Age Action in a number of stakeholder forums in Ireland including the 
National Advisory Council for Online Safety, Community and Voluntary Pillar, the Community Platform and the Public 
A� airs Committee of the Alliance of Age Sector Organisations.

Celine Clarke - Age Action representing the 
Community and Voluntary sector.
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Eileen is a researcher at the DCU  Institute for Future  Media and Journalism (FuJo) where she leads research on 
countering disinformation as part of the EU project Provenance. 

She leads the ‘Voices for Vaccines’ (SFI) project, a collaboration with the HSE and Early Learning Initiative to 
understand parents’ concerns and information sources in areas where vaccine uptake is declining. 

Separately, Eileen leads the Public Service Broadcasting during Covid-19 project (BAI), which is investigating how 
RTÉ served public needs during the pandemic and the diversity of programming. Working with colleagues in the 
FuJo Institute, she contributes to research and policy debates about digital media and changing patterns of media 
consumption. For example, the Institute leads the Irish research for the Oxford Reuters Digital News Report, 
the largest worldwide study of online news consumption, and undertakes research on how digital platforms are 
responding to disinformation. 

Eileen is Vice-Chair of the MLI Steering Group.

Eileen Culloty - Independent representing the 
Education and Youth sector

Mairéad is the Station Manager with Li� ey Sound 96.4FM in Lucan since 2016.  Before this, she worked with 
Community Stations Dublin South FM, Near FM and ROS FM. In her early days in radio she worked with Commercial 
stations, North West Radio and Q101.2 in Omagh. As an independent radio documentary maker, she was awarded 
funding by the Simon Cumbers Media fund to travel to Kenya to make a radio documentary called “New Beginnings”. 
Mairéad teaches a live radio production module in the Media department in Maynooth University and has recently 
been appointed as the Vice Chair of CRAOL. 

Community media is entrenched in Media literacy in many ways, stations throughout the country have been delivering 
certifi ed QQI courses in Media expression for over 13 years and it has enabled thousands of volunteers to access, 
create and participate in media.

Mairéad Cullen - CRAOL representing the Community 
Media sector
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 Teresa Hanratty is the Project Manager with Learning Waves, the training body for the Independent Commercial 
Radio Sector in Ireland.  Teresa is responsible for the overall design and delivery of training programmes to meet the 
needs of the sector.  In her role, Teresa has responsibility for securing funding for the network from Skillnet Ireland 
and the BAI and for the overall management of the network.  Since 2004, Teresa has been responsible for overseeing 
the investment of €3.1million in the sector and the delivery of 20,895 training days to over 5,000 individuals across 
the sector.  Teresa also oversees the design and development of training programmes aimed at graduates who wish 
to gain employment in the sector.  As part of her role, Teresa is a member of the Choose Radio Group.  She has been 
a judge for the PPI/IMRO Awards since 2007.

Teresa chairs the Skillnet Ireland Network Excellence Group, a group responsible for the training and networking of 66 
Skillnet Ireland Network Managers across Ireland.  Prior to joining Learning Waves, Teresa worked as a Training and 
Development Consultant overseeing the implementation of the Excellence through People programme in SME’s, a 
role she held for 3 years with AQS in Co. Louth.

Teresa Hanratty - Learning Waves representing 
the Commercial Media sector

Previously Editor of TheJournal.ie, Susan’s current role as Managing Editor of Journal Media is to lead the editorial 
direction and develop digital audience strategy for TheJournal.ie and its sister sites, sports publication The42.ie and 
investigative journalism platform Noteworthy.ie.

In 2016, she established TheJournal FactCheck project and it to membership of the International Fact-Checking 
Network. The unit was scaled up during the Covid19 crisis to fi ght misinformation circulating around social networks 
related to the pandemic and has become a participant in the Global CoronaVirusFacts Alliance.

Susan also sits on the advisory board of the FuJo (Future of Journalism) Institute in DCU and has been called to sit on 
the Ethics Committee on the Press Council, of which Journal Media is a member.

Susan Daly - Journal Media representing the Journalism / News 
/ Data sector
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Mick McCa� rey is Head of News and Sport at Virgin Media Television. A journalist with 20 years’ experience working 
in the Broadcast and print sectors who has previously held senior editorial roles in UTV Ireland, the Sunday Tribune, 
Sunday World and Evening Herald.

As Head of one of the largest newsrooms in the country Mick oversees the daily output of over three hours of 
live television news and current a� airs.   He also leads a team of Digital Journalists producing verifi ed news and 
information across all social media platforms.

Mick expanded his role in 2019 to include VMTV’s Sport, with responsibility for the acquisition of Sports rights/
content and management of the productions teams for sports news and live sport including Champions League and 
Six Nations rugby. 

A bestselling author Mick holds a degree in Journalism and Media Communications and a Master’s degree in Political 
Communication. He has been a judge in the Newsbrands annual newspaper awards for the past six years and is a 
member of the Media Engagement Group along with senior industry representatives and members of An Garda 
Siochana which works to ensure the safety of journalists and camera crews.

Mick is passionate about creating opportunities for developing new talent both in front of and behind the camera.

 Mick McCa� rey -  Virgin Media Ireland 
representing the Commercial Media sector

Mick McCa� rey is Head of News and Sport at Virgin Media Television. A journalist with 20 years’ experience working 

Ross Keane has over 20 years’ experience working in leading cultural organisations in Ireland and abroad. He is Director/
CEO of the Irish Film Institute and has played a key role delivering an extensive and diverse cultural programme, 
strengthening   the IFI’s National and International cultural programmes;   resourcing and enabling an ambitious 
nationwide education programme through IFI Education; and enabling the expansion of the IFI Irish Film Archive 
and access remit, resulting in the IFI Player launched in 2016, and a new IFI Irish Film Archive facility at Maynooth 
University which opened in early 2018. 

Prior to joining the IFI, Ross was Director of Marketing and Development at the Dublin Theatre Festival (2002-2008) 
where he achieved a signifi cant impact on audience development and profi le of the Festival, and in his role at the 
Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority in Australia, curated the St. Patrick’s Festival programme, and developed the 
organisation’s funding development strategies.  Asides from IFI, Ross is former chairperson of Corn Exchange Theatre 
Company and a board member of Performance Corporation.

Ross Keane - Irish Film Institute representing the Film 
sector
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Ryan works with Google in Ireland as Public Policy & Government A� airs Manager. In this role he leads Google’s 
engagement with government, policy makers, and other stakeholders on content and media issues, including online 
safety, content regulation, media literacy and information quality. 

He also leads Google’s public a� airs work on content issues in Northern Europe and works closely with partner 
organisations working to promote media literacy and digital citizenship. He has worked with Google’s philanthropic 
arm, Google.org, to secure funding for a series of projects in this space in Ireland, including Barnardos’ online safety 
programme and Spunout.ie’s peer-led empathy education programme. He developed the Google Scholarship in 
Online Content Safety with the Irish Research Council, which is currently funding PhD. research on topics including 
reducing susceptibility to misinformation online. On this and other projects he works closely with the Google Safety 
Engineering Center (GSEC) Dublin, the regional hub for Google experts working to tackle the spread of illegal and 
harmful content online.

Ryan is a member of the National Advisory Council on Online Safety (NACOS) and was part of the NACOS Research 
working group that developed the terms of reference for the comprehensive national survey on use of the internet by 
children, their parents and adults, published in 2021. 

Ryan Meade - Google, representing Digital Media / 
Technology Platforms 

Eileen Morrissey is the Wexford County Librarian and oversees the library, arts and archive services of 
Wexford County Council. Eileen has been Vice President of the Library Association of Ireland (LAI), the 
national representative body for libraries and librarians since 2019. 

Eileen is also active in international librarianship as a member of the Public Libraries Standing Committee 
of the International Federation of Library Associations. A graduate of journalism (DIT) and library and 
information studies (UCD), Eileen is delighted to represent the LAI on Media Literacy Ireland’s Steering 
Group. Eileen believes that libraries have a pivotal role to play in the development of media and information 
literacy and digital literacy skills for a wide range of people in an open and accessible way.

Eileen Morrissey -  Library Association of Ireland, 
representing Information Society
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Máire Aoibhinn Ní Ógain is TG4’s Head of Archives where her role is to develop archive policy, to manage, maintain, 
preserve, and promote the archive.  

She believes that Public Service Media have a vital role, and a responsibility, in ensuring that a media literacy agenda 
is included in all aspects of information provision, collection, and dissemination.

As TG4’s representative in MLI, Máire Aoibhinn has been an active member of the Media Literacy Ireland’s Working 
Group Panel since its foundation. 

She set up and is chair of the MLI Irish Language working group. A working group whose aim it is to promote Media 
Literacy awareness among Irish language speakers and to ensure, encourage, assist, and normalise the inclusion of 
the Irish Language by members of the Media Literacy network in their endeavors.

Among the undertakings to date of the working group are the Irish language version of the Be Media Smart Campaign, 
Cogar mogar-víreas na mífhaisnéise in Éirinn Webinar with RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta, the Irish language version of 
the MLI website and a Glossary of Irish and English language Media Literacy related terminology.

Is Ceannasaí Cartlainne TG4 í Máire Aoibhinn Ní Ógáin. Is é an ról atá aici polasaí cartlainne an stáisiúin a fhorbairt 
agus cartlann TG4 a bhainistiú agus a chur chun cinn. 

Is ball de Ghrúpa Stiúrtha LMÉ í Máire Aoibhinn ar son earnáil na meán seirbhíse poiblí.

‘Tá ról tábhachtach agus freagracht ar leith ag na meán seirbhíse poiblí a chinntiú go ndéantar gach a bhaineann le 
Litearthacht sna Meáin a áireamh i ngach gné de sholáthar, de bhailiú agus de scaipeadh eolais.

Chuige sin tá Máire Aoibhinn mar ionadaí de chuid TG4 tar éis a bheith ina comhalta gníomhach de ghrúpa oibre 
Litearthacht sna Meáin, Éire, ó bunaíodh é.

Tá sí ina cathaoirleach ar ghrúpa oibre Gaeilge den LMÉ. Grúpa oibre a bhfuil sé mar aidhm aige feasacht ar Litearthacht 
sna Meáin a chur chun cinn i measc phobal labhartha na Gaeilge agus a chinntiú le cabhair agus le spreagadh go bhfuil 
cuimsiú na Gaeilge ag baill líonra Litearthachta na Meán ina gcuid oibre.

I measc na rudaí atá bainte amach ag an ngrúpa oibre tá, leagan Gaeilge den fheachtas “Bíodh tuiscint agat ar an 
meáin”, seimineár gréasáin Cogar mogar-víreas na mífhaisnéise in Éirinn i bpáirt le RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta, leagan 
Gaeilge den suíomh gréasáin de chuid LMÉ agus Gluais de théarmaí Gaeilge agus Béarla a bhaineann le Litearthacht 
sna Meáin.

Máire Aoibhinn Ní Ógain - TG4, representing Public 
Service Media
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 Professor Brian O’Neill is a Professor of Media and Communications and Director of Research at Technological 
University Dublin.  His primary research areas are in young people’s use of digital technologies, online safety 
and policy for the digital environment. 

He has undertaken research for the European Commission, UNICEF, the Council of Europe, the Ombudsman 
for Children’s O�  ce and the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland on various topics associated with media 
literacy, child rights and information society technologies.    

He is a member of the EU Kids Online research network and leads its work on policy. He is also a member 
of Ireland’s National Advisory Council for Online Safety and chaired the Irish government’s task force on 
Internet Content Governance. 

Brian is Co-Chair of the Media Literacy Ireland Steering Group.

Prof. Brian O’Neill - TUD, representing the 
Academic sector 

Jane McGarrigle is Project O�  cer with Webwise, the Irish Internet Safety Awareness Centre and the online 
safety initiative of the Department of Education. 

Within her time as Project O�  cer, Jane has led the development and delivery of key online safety and 
digital media literacy education programmes for primary and post-primary schools including the Garda 
Schools Programme, an award-winning digital media literacy programme for primary schools and a new 
post-primary digital literacy programme. Jane has also overseen the development of key youth training 
initiatives in online safety and award-winning awareness-raising campaigns tackling issues such as online 
bullying, grooming, coercion and online well-being. McGarrigle also has responsibility for the coordination 
and promotion of Safer Internet Day in Ireland.  

Jane is a member of the National Advisory Council for Online Safety and was part of the Department of 
Education Anti-Bullying Steering Committee established to review the Department of Education’s Action 
Plan on Bullying and develop a new Action Plan

Jane McGarrigle -  Project O�  cer Webwise

Jane McGarrigle is Project O�  cer with Webwise, the Irish Internet Safety Awareness Centre and the online 
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Dr Ricardo Castellini da Silva is a Media Literacy educator and a Postdoctoral Researcher with DCU Institute 
for Future Media, Democracy and Society (FuJo). He is also the Media Literacy Coordinator for the Irish hub 
of the European Digital Media Observatory (EDMO).

Ricardo has extensive experience designing and delivering media literacy learning experiences for all age 
groups. He has partnered with government organizations, NGO’s, schools and libraries to promote media 
literacy in Ireland and abroad. Since 2015, Ricardo has been teaching classes on digital media in the 
Professional Master of Education programme at Trinity College Dublin.

Ricardo was a member of the Erasmus Plus project MICOOL and contributed with a chapter in the e-book 
‘MICOOL Best-Practices’, an educational resource to assist teachers in the use of digital media in the 
classroom. He was also a member of the Anti-Bullying Centre where he participated in an international 
research project on young people’s online experiences of sexual and gender-based harassment and 
abuse. Ricardo is currently a member of an EMIF-funded international consortium that investigates the 
opportunities and challenges for media literacy training for teachers across Europe.

Dr Ricardo Castellini da Silva


